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Cloud Solutions:
Which Flavor Of The Cloud
Is Right For You?

‘To move or not to move” to “the
cloud” is a question many business
owners are pondering lately.
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The term cloud computing seems
to be everywhere lately. Simply
put, cloud computing makes use
of enormous computer servers
housed in data centers that
physically store data and make
it accessible to customers via the
internet. You probably are already
using some cloud applications
without realizing it. Google,
Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn and
many other online sites are all
considered cloud-based services.
But why move your (entire)
company data to the cloud?
What's so special about it?
The most common reasons to take
full advantage of cloud computing
include flexibility, scalability,
secure data backup, improved
collaboration, and cost. It allows
anyone to work from anywhere,
on any device at a cost that scales
up and down with usage without
requiring large upfront capital
expenditure? It allows your team
to easily share and collaborate
on documents and workload and

www.meetingtreecomputer.com

offers exceptional reliability and
security.
In other words, there is a lot to be
said for it.
Different “Flavors” Of The Cloud
Although the basic elements
of cloud infrastructure are the
same throughout, there are
some big differences in model. In
determining what the best cloud
model is for your organization,
it’s important to know how cloud
services are structured. Basically,
there are three types of cloud:
public, private and hybrid.
Public Cloud Services Offer
Flexibility, And Lower Cost
A public cloud comprises a
collection of data storage and
software services that can be
accessed on an as-needed
monthly basis, somewhat like an
electric utility or fitness club. It
houses data facilities outside the
corporate firewall that you access
through an Internet browser
without having to make any initial
or ongoing capital investment.
Well-known examples of public
cloud services include Google
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Drive, Microsoft Office Online, Apple iCloud and Amazon
Cloud Drive. They provide data storage and, in many cases,
web apps.

to the kind of IT resources that bigger organizations can
afford, without the cost of development and ongoing support
and management.

Public clouds are best used where a high level of privacy is
not required.

2. A private cloud, managed and supported by an in-house
IT team, may be ideal for your organization if control and
privacy are of paramount concern.

Private Clouds Support Highly Specialized Apps
A private cloud resides within an organization’s firewall, and
is typically owned, managed and supported by that business.
IT resources are available to members of the organization
from their own data center.
Private clouds can support highly specialized and/or
privacy-restricted applications, like medical-records software
for a health-care organization concerned about HIPPA
requirements, for example.
Hybrid Clouds: Balancing Complexity With Flexibility
Merging the flexibility of public cloud services with the control
of a private cloud, a hybrid cloud can provide the ideal
infrastructure for some organizations.
A hybrid cloud enables you to put some of your apps and
data – archives and e-mail, for instance – in a public cloud,
and the remainder in your private cloud. This provides the
cost savings and benefits of the public cloud while retaining
the customization and security advantages of a private
cloud.
So Which “Flavor” Is Right For You?
Unfortunately, there is no perfect solution – each type of
cloud has its own pros and cons. That being said, here are
a few key factors to consider when determining the best
approach for your particular business:
1. Public cloud solutions are best suited to the flexibility and
budget requirements of smaller businesses that want access

3. A hybrid cloud could be the ideal solution for any
enterprise that wants to manage sensitive data in-house
while availing itself of third-party software and data storage
for uses where the data involved isn’t as sensitive.
What about Cost?
I’m sure you are aware, but traditional IT systems can
be expensive. Costs are usually related to licenses,
software and hardware purchases, support, constant
monitoring and replacement. One of the main pros of
cloud computing, however, is that capital costs are low,
because all of the associated system requirements are the
vendor’s responsibility. All the customer needs is a monthly
subscription. Making budgeting a breeze.
Thanks to advantages like high performance, reliability,
flexibility, disaster recovery and data protection, businesses
of all industries increasingly prefer cloud computing over
traditional IT systems. The significant reductions in IT budget,
however, seem to be the ultimate reason for the popularity
of this promising technology as companies can now allocate
resources more efficiently.
Ask us about our Cloud Solutions and which one might be
best for your business. We’ve helped dozens of companies
set up and run cost-effective, powerful and secure cloud
networks. Contact us at (845) 237-2117 or email eshanker@
meetingtreecomputer.com

Your Tech Tip of the Month

5 Tell-Tale Signs
It’s Time to Replace
Your Computer

Did you know that if a device is more than 3 years old it’s
cheaper to buy a new one?
• A 5-year-old PC could cost twice as much to run as a new one
• A 4-year-old PC suffers 55% more security incidents than in its
first 3 years
Even if your computer does continue to power on and work
most of the time, as updates and improvements are constantly
being made to our software and other technology on a regular
basis, older machines simply have difficulty keeping up.
There are 5 warning signs that your computer is about to give up on you:
https://www.meetingtreecomputer.com/tech-tip-68-5-tell-tale-signs-its-time-to-replace-your-computer/
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Software updates:
Your business’s secret data security weapon
You know that feeling when you
look in your phone’s app store,

and there are 29 apps asking to
be updated? Yes, everyone gets
annoyed with this sometimes.

patch – that fixes the vulnerability.
This is like a Band-Aid, until a full
update is created.

What’s worse is when you’re
working on your work computer,
and software pings up a message
saying it needs to be updated. At
least phone apps don’t take long
and don’t interrupt you that much.
On your computer it’s too easy to
hit “remind me later” and forget it.

It’s risky to ignore any updates. A
recent study found that today’s
top 4 most exploited vulnerabilities
were discovered between 2018 and
2020.

Often these updates are known as
patches. And they’re there to keep
your business safe.
When a vulnerability is found in a
piece of software or an operating
system, the developers work really
fast to create a small update – the

The fact that they’re still in the top
4 shows that many businesses are
skipping updates!
The answer is simple: Get your
IT partner to make sure all your
software is always up-to-date. This
can be done remotely and easily
with minimal disruption to you and
your team.

The Risks of Public Wi-Fi
With more of us working remotely now, coffee shops
are getting busier again as we look for somewhere
other than home to work.
But while it can be great for getting rid of distractions,
it’s not so good for security.

If your team is using public Wi-Fi regularly, best
practice is to use a VPN (Virtual Private Network) to
keep your data safe. This acts as a private tunnel for
your device to connect to a private network, keeping
your info safe.

That’s because public Wi-Fi is a hotspot for data
theft. Any data sent over public Wi-Fi that doesn’t
need a password to access is vulnerable to theft or
manipulation from someone else using that network.
And it’s not just other Wi-Fi traffic you need to
consider. There are also fake networks to be wary of.
You think you’re connecting to the coffee shop’s Wi-Fi…
but how do you know it isn’t a fake version with the
same name?
As soon as you log on, they can suck up all of your
credentials and any other personal data on your
device.
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Before Long You WILL Be
Targeted By Ransomware
It’s a scary thought, but as the
fastest growing cyber-crime,
ransomware is big business. And it’s
businesses like yours that are prime
target.
Ransomware is
where your data
is encrypted
until you pay a
ransom fee. It’s
terrifying to see,
and very hard
to undo once an
attack has launched.
Cyber criminals are targeting
small and medium sized business
because many don’t take cyber
security seriously enough.
It only takes one click on one bad
link to let a criminal into your
system. Once in, they will spend
weeks hidden in the background,
secretly preparing an attack.
Their primary goal is to stop your IT
partner from kicking them out once
the attack has started.
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Here’s the answer: You need a
blend of appropriate security
software and staff training to
protect your business.
You WILL be targeted
at some point; this is a
reality for all businesses
in 2021. Whether or not
your business succumbs
to that attack depends on
how prepared you are.
Do you know how resilient
your business would be if it were hit
with ransomware? We can tell you.
Let’s jump on a 15 minute video call.
You can talk to our chief security
expert Monique Duci, who will ask
you a short number of questions
about your business and its IT.
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No tech talk, we promise. Just a
good productive conversation
about protecting your business.
Visit www.meetingtreecomputer.
com/contact/ to book.

There Are 4 Main Reasons
You Should Move Your Data
To The Cloud TODAY.
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1. Increases profits (nimble, location-flexible nature of the
cloud enables lean, remote operation from anywhere!)
2. Boosts efficiency - without the need for data silos, you can drastically
reduce bottlenecks
3. Saves money (don’t pay for hardware! Just pay a low monthly fee to keep
data in the cloud)
4. More secure! backups are easier to implement which means if you have
data breach, you can be back up in minutes instead of days
Download our latest report. Even if you aren’t ready yet to make
changes right now, this report will give you the information you need
to make an informed decision possible when the time is right:
https://www.meetingtreecomputer.com/files/2021/03/Cloud-Solutions.pdf

Submit Your Question Here:

mduci@meetingtreecomputer.com

This is how you can get in touch with us:
call: 845-237-2117 | email: info@meetingtreecomputer.com
website: www.meetingtreecomputer.com
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