
Now, my team and I are usually 
the first ones to tell you that 
good IT doesn’t always mean 
having the latest devices and 
equipment. You don’t need to 
upgrade your laptop each time 
a newer version is released. A 
new PC each year won’t make 
you more productive. That 
newly released tablet won’t 
affect the profit your business 
makes. 

However, technology has 
rapidly advanced over the past 
few years, and network traffic 
continues to grow. If you’re 
still using the same network 
from even five years ago, 
you’ve probably noticed your 
network speed has decreased 
dramatically.

Older PCs and laptops cost 
more to maintain. The cost of 
ownership increases as they 
age - a little like cars. And of 
course, performance decreases 
over time.

If your business has grown 
consistently over the last few 

years and your current network 
can’t keep up with your 
business needs, it may be time 
to upgrade. If you’re continually 
running into issues with your 
current network, an upgrade 
will help. Some industries may 
even be legally obligated to 
upgrade their network in order 
to keep their customer or client 
information secure. 

Upgrading your network 
comes with an abundance of 
benefits. Here are four of the 
best ones:

Better Network Security
Your security is something that 
should be constantly evolving 
and updating. That’s because 
cyber criminals are always 
evolving and updating their 
tactics. New devices come with 
a plethora of added security 
benefits that aren’t possible 
with most of the old and 
outdated ones. You want to 
make it as difficult as possible 
for a cybercriminal to hack into 
your system and steal valuable 
information – and one of the 
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best ways to stop a cybercriminal in their tracks is by 
upgrading your network. 

Faster Internet Speeds
We’ve all experienced this at some point. You could boil 
a kettle, make a coffee, sit down and drink most of it 
while documents get saved, applications uploaded or 
before your PC is even ready to go in the morning. It’s 
frustrating, and wastes a lot of time, during which you 
could be working.

Think about how much more productive your business 
would be if you had faster Internet speeds. Your 
employees can get more done without having to deal 
with lag from poor broadband. Older networks can’t 
keep up with the demands of modern technology. With 
an older network, you will see slower Internet speeds 
that won’t allow your employees to get the most out of 
cloud business applications. 

If you use client-facing applications in your business 
even your customers will notice improvements in the 
speed of your network. Everyone wins when you have 
faster Internet speeds. 

New And Better Hardware
The optimal refresh cycle for your devices is around 
3-5 years. Of course, you can get more out of your 
devices, but that can come down to a few factors, 
including the hardware itself. Regular maintenance is 
key. Upgrade components and software, and make 
sure to keep it clear of dust and debris and you could 
push 5 to 8 years out of a PC. 

So how do you know when it’s time to bite the bullet 
and buy new devices? Look for these 5 red flags to 
help you make that decision: 

1. Start up and shut down time are slow
2. You’ve got trouble multi-tasking 

3. You’re unable to update your security
4. Your computer’s fans are noise
5. The cost of upgrade or repair outweighs 

a replacement

One of the best parts of upgrading your network is 
that you’ll receive new, more reliable hardware. You’ll 
gain access to more computing power and larger 
storage space. More than anything else, your new 
hardware will be dependable, and you won’t have to 
worry about it failing on you. 

Improved Compatibility
Remember how we said earlier that technology 
has advanced rapidly? It’s true – and there are new 
advancements made every day. Without an upgraded 
and updated network, you will be unable to use many 
applications and technologies that could improve your 
business. 
An upgraded network will allow you to connect with 
any apps you think will benefit your business. You can 
explore new tools without worrying about slow upload 
and network downtime. In short, you’ll have more 
freedom in choosing your new tech investments and 
won’t be limited to what your outdated technology 
can handle. 

And PS.: If you purchase new IT equipment and 
software before December 31st you can deduct the 
full purchase price from your gross income this year, 
rather than depreciate it over a few years. It’s part of 
IRS tax code Section 179 aimed at helping businesses 
just like yours. 

If you haven’t upgraded your network in a while, now 
is the best time to do so. Plenty of benefits come with 
it, so don’t wait. Be proactive and call us for help.  
We’re only a phone call away at 845-237-2117. 

If you love your Apple Watch, but wish it helped you 
stay as productive with your work as it does with your 
fitness, this could be good news.

Microsoft’s planning to launch its To Do app for the 
Apple Watch. It will give you reminders of your daily
to do list wherever you are, make shopping lists or 
task lists, take notes, record collections, set reminders 
and more to improve your productivity and focus on 
what matters.

The only bad news is, you’ll have to wait till March for the app to be released.

Technology Update: 

PAGE 2MTC TECH TALK



We say it all the time but is bears repeating; data breaches and malware attacks have been on the rise over the 
past few years and taking necessary precautions to protect your devices is no longer luxury. Below you will find 
three easy ways to make your Mac more secure.

• Install a mobile device management 
profile so you can give an 
administrator remote access to the 
device. If your Mac is ever stolen, you 
can locate it and lock it before any of 
your data becomes compromised.  

• Utilize multifactor authentication which 
will require you to confirm your login 
on another device. This adds an extra 
layer of security to your Mac. 

• Back up your data to protect yourself 
from ransomware attacks. Consider 
buying an external hard drive or a 
cloud storage solution and backup 
software to do so. 

We’re glad to help with any questions or concerns! 

It’s been just over a year since Windows 11 launched. Yet 
there are still many businesses that haven’t yet upgraded 
from Windows 10.

What about your business? Is it time to make the move?

Our expert opinion is yes. While we love Windows 10, 
Windows 11 is more suited to the hybrid way we work today.

Not only does it have a more modern look and feel to it than Windows 10; it also has new features that make 
work more intuitive. These features can help keep your people motivated and productive, wherever they are 
working.

We’ve just seen the first big update to Windows 11 and are expecting to see a number of smaller updates over 
the coming months. This will bring new features and tweaks to make the experience even better. 

If you haven’t yet made the move from Windows 10 to 11, now’s a great time to do it. And if you need a hand, 
we’d love to help. 

Is It Time to Upgrade 
to Windows 11?

3 Easy Ways to Make Your Mac More Secure
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Phishing emails look
like they’re from reputable 

companies, but they are scams.
You need a blend of protective 

software and regular cyber security 
awareness training. Contact us,
and we’ll advise the right mix

for your business. 

Someone on my 
team fell for a phishing 

email. How can I prevent 
this from happening 

again?

Yes!
Don’t make the mistake of 

believing that because you’re not
a big corporation you’re not on

cyber criminals’ radar. In fact, small 
businesses are a bigger target 
because they often have lower 

levels of security. 

Is my small business 
really a target for 

ransomware?

You can, but would that create 
trust issues? Rather than blocking 

websites, create a social media
policy outlining the consequences

if social media is abused. 

Should I block social 
media websites for my 

employees? 

It’s nothing to do with the fear that 
your teenage children will hold a 
party when you go away for the 
weekend… 

Zero trust is actually about 
technology security. It’s one of the 
most secure ways to set up your 
network, although it can have a very 
negative effect on productivity.

Most networks take a ‘trust but verify’ 
approach. They assume every device 
that connects is supposed to be there. 
Access the network once and you can 
go anywhere. 

Imagine you’re using a security pass 
to access a building… and once inside 
there are no further security checks, 
so you can get into every single room.

Cyber criminals love this approach, 
for obvious reasons.

Zero trust is the opposite approach. 

Every login and device is treated as a 
potential threat until it’s authenticated, 
validated, and authorized.

Once in, you can’t access other parts 
of the network without going through 
this process again.

Back to the building analogy –
once inside the building you are 
surrounded by security doors and 
must use your security pass to get 
through each one. If your pass isn’t 
valid, you’re limited where you can go.

Zero trust has its uses, especially with 
so many people working remotely 
these days. But it can have a negative 
effect on your workflow and can slow 
down your team.

If you want to talk through whether 
it’s right for your business, get in 
touch.

This is how you can get in touch with us:

Submit Your Questions Here:Submit Your Questions Here:
mduci@meetingtreecomputer.com

You better watch out
You better not cry
You better not pout

We're telling you why. 

Chances are you and your 
employees will be makin 
 more online purchases than 
usual over the next few weeks. 
Make sure to follow these
4 best practices to protect 

yourself and your business from identity theft and more: 
 

1. Don’t re-use passwords from site to site
2. Check the URL in the address bar
3. Don’t use a debit card to pay
4. Be wary of any texts or e-mails about package deliveries

This holiday season don’t let scammers steal your cheer.

Holiday Online Shopping Tips

What Does
‘Zero Trust’

Actually Mean?
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